Mending the Hoop

Fostering Community & Connection through Cooperation, Collaboration & Cultural Traditions

· Home 

· TCIA 

· TCIA Calendar 

· Projects & Proposals 

· Resources 

· In the News 

· Contact 

 

Active TN Organizations

· Advisory Council on Tennessee Indian Affairs (ACTIA) (2002- )
To study issues and advise the state Commission of Indian Affairs on the Native American community’s interests.
Lance “Otter” Davis, Chair
docdavis70@hotmail.com 

· AL-TN Trail of Tears Corridor Association, Inc., (Alabama-Tennessee Trail of Tears Commemorative Ride sponsor)
All proceeds from the ride go to mark the route in Tennessee and Alabama and also towards a university scholarship fund.
Bill Cason (423) 658-5937, billcason@charter.net
Jim Dunn  (423) 842-6770, jimanddeedunn@hotmail.com 

· Alliance for Native American Indian Rights ANAIR (1989- )
all-volunteer, intertribal organization dedicated to preserving and protecting Native American burial grounds and other culturally significant places.
The Alliance For Native American Indian Rights
PO Box 825
Hermitage, TN 37076
Pbctsalagi@aol.com 

· American Indian Center Employment & Training Program
1161 Murfreesboro Pike, Suite 508, Nashville TN 37217-2245
Kathy Noyes, Coordinator, 615/ 360 8003 

· American Indian Outreach Program, helping the homeless
Albert Bender,
outreach o 615/ 837.1376  
m-f, 8-5
assoc. w/Buffalo Valley 

· BIA Area Office / Bureau of Indian Affairs Eastern Regional Office (2000- )
- serving Alabama, Florida, Louisiana, Connecticut, Maine, New York, Mississippi, North Carolina
Bureau of Indian Affairs, Eastern Agency
711 Stewart Ferry Pike
Nashville TN 37214
615-467-1700 

· Chattanooga Indigenous Resource Center and Library - CIRCL
to promote cultural awareness, protection, appreciation and preservation of the history, culture, and contemporary contributions of the Indigenous people of the Southeastern United States through community involvement, education and cultural exchange programs.
1730 Dayton Boulevard
Chattanooga TN 37405
423. 756.4555
circl @ circl . org 

· Chattanooga InterTribal Association CITA
CITA is a 501-c-4 and claims 7 years of Native Activism
Box 1063
Chattanooga TN 37401
Information: 423. 624.3380 

· Chucalissa Museum
Operated by the University of Memphis, Chucalissa serves as a gateway into understanding the science of archaeology and the interpretation of Native American history. Our museum exhibits interpret the prehistory of the Mid-South, and contemporary Southeastern Indian cultures.
Memphis, TN 38109
Ph: 901-785-3160
Fax: 901-785-0519
cbell2@memphis.edu 

· Council for Native American Music (2003- )
Arvel Bird, Nashville
No contact info. 

· Faraway Cherokee Native American Inter-Tribal Association Inc. (NAIA-Memphis) (1984- )
Our mission is to promote the general welfare of those persons of Native American heritage through charitable programs and referral systems, and to promote mutual understanding, friendship and cooperation between Native Americans and non-Indians through educational culture awareness. Our goal is to provide information to any person having Indian heritage or interested in Native American genealogy programs, we are able to establish a new understanding of our people.
The Faraway Cherokee Native American Inter-Tribal Association
P.O. Box 11473
Memphis, TN 38111
al@farawaycherokee.com 

· Fireside Chat at Audubon Acres (2002- )
No information available - basically a “talking circle” Cleata Townsend is the organizer and main contact.
900 North Sanctuary Road
Chattanooga, TN  37421
423-892-1499 

· Foundation for the Advancement, Education & Employment of American Indians (1976- )
Tennessee Foundation Headquarters
H Nicholas Johnson
1259 Windsor Drive
Gallatin TN 37066 (615) 230-8029 

· Friends of Moccasin Bend National Park* (1995- )
Our purpose is to achieve, through National Park/Archeaological District status, the highest level of preservation, protection, management
and interpretation of the cultural, historical and natural resources of more than 956 acres of Moccasin Bend. The Friends will also strive for the establishment and maintenance of an interpretive center.
IMAX Center
201 Chestnut Street
PO Box 4953
Chattanooga TN 37405
phone 423.785.3030
fax 423.785.2029 

· Indian Creek Productions, Inc., (2002- )
Mark and Sherry Finchum
1291 Ashwood Drive
Jefferson City, TN 37760
(865) 475-6844
finchums@usinternet.com 

· Indian Health Service, Nashville Area
711 Stewarts Ferry Pike
Nashville, TN 37214-2634
Toll-free Phone #: (866) 447-6261
Main Phone #:(615) 467-1500
Main FAX: (615) 467-1501
Office Hours: 8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M. Central Time Zone
States Served: Eastern and Southern U. S. 

· Indian Ministries of North America (2001- )
Box 3472
Cleveland TN 37320
(423) 479-9491 

· Indigenous Inter-Tribal Corp. (2001- Linda Veal iroquois44ahotmail.com)
No info available. 

· Inter-Tribal Cultural & Education Center, Inc. (1999- )
Kelly Mayes, Mt Juiet; Rebecca Sutton, 
(see Native American Dance Theatre below) 

· Intertribal Native American Family
Carol Patton, John King
3037 Claysville Road
Crossville TN 38555 

· Inter-Tribal Sacred Land Trust (2001- )
an alliance of grassroots Indigenous people firmly committed to our ancient traditional teachings that all lands are sacred, pledging our dedication through an inter-cultural partnership that some lands are more sacred than others, to fulfilling the moral obligation of the present to the past, by reconnecting ourselves for the future generations. Goals & Purposes: To protect and preserve all Sacred Lands. To establish partnerships with all federal, state, and certified local governments concerning the preservation of sacred lands within their respective jurisdictions and to provide guidance for mutual understanding of the preservation needs based upon traditional cultural values of the cultural affiliation to the true indigenous peoples that hold them to be sacred. To facilitate the direct involvement of traditional authorities to all sacred land use stewardship and management planning. To develop and maintain a database of all sacred land sites within the states of jurisdiction and deciminate information of, to the indigenous nation most likely to be culturally affiliated. To assist repatriation efforts of indigenous nations to lands chosen by them for reinternment sites, and by agreement will monitor such sites to insure protection. To provide for educational programming through an inter-cultural sharing in the diversity of indigenous peoples to the public. To promote awareness of the indigenous peoples to the many institutions, associations, societies, and others that would develop exhibits, monuments and memorials to honor them without their consent and involvement. To advocate the interest of the indigenous peoples to private landowners that may possess sacred lands through donation, purchase or by conservation easements and other means necessary for permanent protection consistent with state, federal, and tribal laws.
1055 Hillcrest Road
Chattanooga TN 37343
phone 423. 842.7960 

· Lenape Enterprises Inc. (1993- ; see United Eastern Lenape Nation, Inc.)
LENAPE ENTERPRISES INC
387 NEW LIGHT CIR
WINFIELD, TN
37892-2222 

· Medicine River Singers drum group
Medicine River Singers
1580 Short Road
Pinson TN 38366
731/ 422-3994 Hawk & Bonnie Redbird James 

· Memphis Tia Piah Big River Clan (Memphis Tia Piah Warrior Society)
Jim Reed, Headman, Memphis / Rita Colston
901. 876.5344
RitaSevenFlowers(at)aol.com 

· Middle Tennessee Native American Intertribal Council (2003- )
Ron 931. 552.4055
Dancing Cloud 931. 503.2469
Natintercoun(at)bellsouth.net 

· Middle-Tennessee Pow-Wow Inc. (1998- )
aka Mt. Juliet Pow Wow
september . Don Yahola Memorial
Cindy Yahola-gallegos
Lebanon 615/ 443-1537 

· Native American Church, Inc. (1981-89, 1993- )
Dr. PeSheWa, Shawnee, is a Priest in the Ne’ishte’ Kiva and in the Native American Church. He currently is working on the establishment of Sacred Ground. Nine years ago on a piece of land on Interstate 40 near Knoxville, he set the first Totem. Now there are four totems; the base for the first indigenous memorial (220 feet long); a community center, complete with restaurant; an art gallery; a gift shop; a 55 foot medicine wheel; and a 1000 foot red path.
P.O. Box 59
Strawberry Plains, TN 37871 

· Native American Church of The Kituwah Nation (2007- )
Rev/Dr. Aldea Silvarahawk Rev. Loreen Silvarahawk
225 Hot Water Road
Coker Creek/Tellico Plains TN 37385 

· Native American Church of Tennessee
Joseph Reynolds, Chief,
7070 Tagen Drive
Memphis TN 38133
901/ 382 3964 

· Native American Church of Pejuta (Peyote) Wakan (1997-2006)
Memphis TN Judy Creek Reynolds 

· Native American Community Partnership of Tennessee / 7th Generation Fund (2000- )
nacpot(a)webtv.net 

· Native American Dance Theatre (1998- ) 

· Native American Distribution Company, Inc. (2001- )
Hendersonville TN, Victoria L. Presson 

· Native American Educational Association of Tennessee (2000- ) 

· Native American Heritage Society
Middle Tennessee State University (MTSU),
Box 666,
Murfreesboro TN 37132 

· Native American Indian Association of Tennessee NAIA (1983- )
NAIA is a service organization based on the principles of self-determination and self-reliance. NAIA is committed to providing a broad range of services including job training and placement, vocational training, scholarships, bilingual and other educational services, health services, cultural revitalization and emergency assistance in times of crisis. NAIA strives to represent all Native American Indians regardless of sex or tribe. Because there are no reservations in Tennessee, there has been no state or federal recognition of the Indian population and no services directed to them.
230 Spence Lane
Nashville TN 37210-3623
615. 232.9179
naia@bellsouth.net 

· Native American Intertribal Council of Middle Tennessee (2001- )
Judy Del Ponte
4156 Hampton Station Road
Clarksville TN 37040 

· Native American Land Trust of Tennessee (2002- )
Hermitage TN,
Patrick B Cummins, Executive Director 

· Native American Mortgage Corporation (2001- )
For Profit,
5401 Vogel Road #910,
Evansville IN 47715-7840
Capital Filing Service, Inc.,
7176 Forrest Oaks Drive,
Nashville TN 37221 

· Native American Services of Tennessee (march 2007)
Cubert Bell Sr, Shelley Allen, Tammera Hicks, Harley Grant 

· Native American Turtle Clan Association (2006- )
Bert Dallas Cox Jr,
207 Hillbilly Hollow Road,
Crossville TN 38555
931/261-6106 - bertcox@hotmail.com 

· Native Cultural Circle (1997- )
Come share our culture, foods, crafts and shop the vendors for arts and crafts. Bring your lawn chair and enjoy the dancing. All dancers are welcome, vendors by invitation only (seems to be focused on powwow only)
Paul Slaughter 931-358-4187
email pdslaughter60@bellsouth.net
Debi McDaris 931-232-6612
email doublesd@bellsouth.net 

· nativestudy.com (2001- )
Offering American Indians genealogy research books, State and County genealogy books, and family histories to help YOU in YOUR genealogy research*.  Our goal is to find materials for those of you who want to do your own personal research.  We know in searching for your ancestors it can be an expensive endeavor.  Not everyone can afford to travel and spend time at exclusive research centers.  So we try to find these materials as a “self-helping” service to the individuals that want to independently find their past. 

· RedHawk Singers 

· Red Path Intertribal Group
Leonard “Spotted Eagle” Zunk,
Rhea County (East TN) 

· The Red Road: An American Indian Educational Experience (1999- )
To provide Native American people with hope and a future by challenging each other to live with traditional values, thus honoring our cultures and those who died that we might continue to have them.  To educate students on the ways of First Nations people by allowing children to see the world through the eyes of Native Americans. To teach people of every nationality about Native Americans and to empower them with the knowledge to go into their own world with a heart of acceptance, so as to have greater respect for the land, different cultures and all people. To open the eyes and hearts of all people, Native and non-Native, to the true value of First Nations people; including dances, songs, ceremonies and culture - most of which was given to us by the Creator and can thus be used to bring glory to Him.
The Red Road
P.O. Box 1565
Franklin, TN 37065
(615) 595-5706
Info@TheRedRoad.org 

· R.E.T.U.R.N. - Repatriation Efforts of Tribes of United Removed Nations (1999- )
Corky Allen,
1055 Hillcrest Road,
Chattanooga TN 37343,
423/ 842 7960 

· Sacred Little Cedar Mountain Defense Coalition*
Box 1063
Chattanooga TN 37401
Information: 423. 624.3380 

· Sequoyah Birthplace Museum
The mission of the Sequoyah Birthplace Museum, a property of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, is to promote the understanding and appreciation of the history and culture of the Cherokee Indians in Eastern Tennessee, particularly the life and contributions of Sequoyah. The Museum will collect, preserve, interpret, and exhibit objects and data that support this mission.
P.O. BOX 69, 576 HIGHWAY 360
VONORE, TN 37885
PHONE (423)884-6246
FAX (423)884-2102
E-MAIL seqmus@tds.net 

· South Eastern Anti-desecration League SEAL
When the treaties were forced upon the indigenous peoples of the southeast there was no ‘grandfather’ clause to provide protection of their burial sites. Cultural developement, grave digging, artifact trafficking, and any other form of grave robbery is rampant and a moral travesty. It is far past time for the wholesale looting of native burials to stop, albeit for cultural developement or outright ghoulish robbery.  Stand in unity and fight against grave desecration by: Educating the masses about this terrible practice. Lobbying for new stronger, practical state and federal legislation Conducting legal civil disobedience when necessary. Patroling and protecting our burial sites.  Taking the necessary steps to stop the trafficking in native American artifacts and human remains. No contact info. 

· Southeastern Native American Alliance International SENAASENAA was founded by Indigenous Americans for the purpose of doing our part to protect and preserve the cultures, heritage, and religious liberty of all Indigenous American nations and individuals. SENAA also advocates the human rights and recognition of Indigenous people throughout Mother Earth. No contact information. 

· SouthEastern InterTribal Federation 

· Tanasi Thunder Singers (2004- ) 

· Tennessee Ancient Sites Conservancy (2001- )
Mark Tolley, president h
615. 298.4347, mobile 615.300.0814
4013 Wallace Lane,
Nashville TN 37215 

· Tennessee Archaeological Trust (2001- )
Maury E. Miller III,
208 Bellwood Circle,
Dickson TN 37055,
(615) 446-7855 

· Tennessee Commission of Indian Affairs (2003- )
Evangeline Lynch, Chair
73 Baseline Rd.,
Dyer, TN 38330
731/643-6655
Vanlynch38330@hotmail.com 

· Tennessee Native American Convention (2001- )
electing nominees for Commissioner of Indian Affairs from the West, Middle, East Grand Divisions
TNNAC
55 C.C. Road
Lawrenceburg TN 38464 

· Tennessee Native American Eagle Organization (1998- )
In 1998 a small group of people in Tennessee had a dream to honor Native Americans in the state who have made outstanding contributions in their communities all across the state.  That same group desired to honor these special people publicly so that others could see the good that they are doing on issues that effect every race of people in Tennessee.  From the dream, the name “Eagle Awards” was chosen because like the Eagle, these People fly the highest. The Eagle Award recipients are Heroes in today’s society.  They do these good works all the time, not thinking others see and we want to honor them for their selfless acts.  We look up to them and we want our children to look up to them for their leadership qualities and traditional values. In the past, the honoree’s have accepted their awards with humility, in the same selfless manner that they made their individual contributions.  There were no longwinded speeches of acceptance, only humble thank yous and embraces. No contact info. 

· Tennessee Native American Indian Council
Chief Bullmoose Speed, Chief Executive Officer; Leonard Tracking Bear, President,
Box 504,
Clinton TN 37717 

· Tennessee Native Veterans Society (2002- )
An Intertribal Organization of men and women volunteers to honor and assist Native American Veterans. We will act as a contact between the Native Community and VA Health Services and other agencies to promote awareness of medical and spiritual needs as well as educate others as to the cultural differences.
448 Deep Water Rd.Crossville, TN.  38571 

· Tennessee Pow Wow and Cultural Exposition Inc. (1994-96)
207A Clearview Drive,
Lebanon TN 37287 /
Geraldine Mouse, Mt Juliet 

· TNT PAC - TN Native Tribes Political Action Committee (2007- )
One goal only - Recognition. Founders: Lee Vest, “Remnant Yuchi Nation”, Kingsport TN; Herstle Cross aka Red Wandering Fox, “United Eastern Lenape Nation, Middle Division Inc”, Knoxville TN; or Bonnie Knuckles aka Chief Calmwaters, “United Eastern Lenape Nation, Middle Division Inc”, of Corbin KY. 

· Traditional Native Survival & Cultural Center Inc. (1997- )
The purpose of the Traditional Native Survival and Cultural Center is to promote cultural training of social communications, spiritual revitalization, and cultural education. Programs will combine modern techniques and traditional values.
P.O.Box 929
New Tazewell, TN 37825
Phone: (423) 526-5778
Email Address: tnscc_larry@hotmail.com 

· Trail of Tears Association, Tennessee Chapter
Specific to identifying the various trails in Tennessee, and to maintaining and promoting the trails.
Bill & Agnes Jones (President & Treasurer)
330 Baker Mountain Road
Spencer, TN 38585
(931) 946-7486 

· Tsalagi Intertribal Warrior Society 

· UCAN Veterans Society Honor Guard
UCAN Veterans Society Honor Guard is a group of American Indian Veterans, of the Viet Nam and Gulf Wars, or have served honorably during these conflicts. At this time we have no World War II or Korean Veterans in the Society, however they will be welcome when they step forward. The Honor Guard posts the Colors at Tribal functions including the Annual UCAN Pow Wow. They have also been the featured presenters at the John Ross Festival in Rossville,Ga. for the past three years.
Jerry Lang, Gadsden AL (256) 492-5217 

· United South and Eastern Tribes USET (1969- )
USET is dedicated to promoting Indian leadership, improving the quality of life for American Indians, and protecting Indian rights and natural resources on tribal lands. Although its guiding principle is unity, USET plays a major role in the self-determination of all its member Tribes by working to improve the capabilities of Tribal governments.
USET, Inc.
711 Stewarts Ferry Pike Ste 100
Nashville, TN 37214
Telephone:   (615) 872-7900
Fax:   (615) 872-7417 

· Wisdom Keepers, Inc. (1998- )
Creating opportunities to learn about indigenous cultures from indigenous peoples … Creating opportunities for indigenous cultures to preserve their past and improve their present for a stronger tomorrow.
PO Box 20665
Knoxville TN 37940
865-609-0574 

